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This rambiing clapboarded farm dwelling sits pracidly in che roilling nills
i woochiiand County overlook.s 1 the broad flaw. bottoa lands OLF The upper

James River. Surrounded by o.en £i.1lds and woodlands, Bolling Hall's
serting bas changed little since the days of its builder.

The appearance of the house, however, has cvolved over the vears to its
oresent state. As originally constructed for William Bol..ig, tue house
was 4 two-story structurc with a side hall plam. Its outside dimensions
were 34 by 22 feet. By 1803 it had acquired an 18 by 18 foot one-story
wing on tile east end., An 1815 insurance policy oi the Mutual Assurance
Socicry of Richmond shows that by then the house had received a two-story
addition on. its west side, causing the main part of the house to appear
almost symmetrical., The house was cxtensively remodeled sometime between
1345 and 1861 by Mary Bolling and her husband Richard Skipwith. During
cive remodeling the stair was removed from the hall and placed in a new
projecting tower near the center of the house's north side, A one-story
wing was put on the end, and * the east wing was raised to two full stories
A conservatory was also added to the end of the east wing. The pitch of
the roof was lowered and the cornice was changed.

In 1947 Bolling Hall was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Dwight A, Files who
found the house in poor repair and being used as a barn. The Files
carefully renovated the house and replaced the tower with a two-story
sorch with enclosed upper level. They also built a new stair in the origing
hall, removed the conservatory, and put a one~story wing in its place.
Despite the many changes that have taken place in the house, it retains
much of its early sash, early beaded clapboards,'and sections of the
original Flemishlbond foundation. .
The interior trim of Bolling Hall is quite fine but difficult to date.

The main room in the oldest section of the house is handscmely outfitted
with a paneled end wall, consisting of a chimney piece with molded shelf
and architrave surround. The chimney piece is flanked by fluted pilasters
and raised paneled doors. At the top of the wall is a wall-of-Troy
cornice which surrounds the entire room. The room above the main room
also has a paneled end wall, but it is treated in a more simple fashion.
Because the end walls in the circa 1815 addition are virtually identical
in style to those in the earlier section it is open to speculation if
all the paneling dates from the same period, or if that in the addition
was copied from the trim in the earlier section. In either case, all of
rhe paneling is in the style of the eighteenth century rather than the
nineteenth.

As late as 1879 Bolling Hall had retained its early brick kitchen, brick
smokehouse, and a number of slave cabins., All 'of these: early. outhuildings
have disappeared, however. On a hill immediately to the southwest of

the house is the old walled Bolling graveyard. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Bolling Hall lands were first acquired in 1714 by John Bolling,  Sr.,
son of the immigrant Robert Bolling, and a grandson of Jane Rolfe,
daughter of Pocohontas. John Bolling Sr.'s grandson William inherited the
land in 1757, and it was he who built the earliest portion of the present
house around the third quarter of the elghteenth century. William Belling
married his first cousin, Mary Randolph, daughter of Richard Randolph of
Curles. Two of the children of this union: William Albert (born 1797) !
and Mary (born 1809), were born deaf. Congenital deafness has appeared in
the Belling family before, more particularly in the children of William
Bolling's uncle Thomas Bolling of Cobbs in Chesterfield County who had his
children educated in Edinburgh under the direction of Thomas Briarwood, a ‘
noted pioneer educator of the deaf. Since William Bolling was unwilling to | -
send his children abroad, he was pleased to learn in 1812 that Jobn
Briarwood, grandson of the famous teacher, announced his intentiomns of
establishing a school for the deaf in Philadelphia. The school failed to
develop . so Bolling, brought Briarwood to Bolling Hall where Briarwood-
taught not only Bolling's deaf children but his hearing children as well,
Briarwood proved to be such a. gifted teacher that parents of other deaf
children requested that their children be allowed to come to Bolling Hall
and learn under him. Bolling was unwilling to turn Bolling Hall into an
institution . but consented to convert the old house at Cobbs, which he
inherited from his mother, into a formal school. Cobbs then became the !
first school for the education of the deaf in the United States.

Bolling Hall is thus significant for its early associations with the deaf
education in this county. It is also the earliest remaining house connecte
with this important early Virginia family since Cobbs was destroyed by fire
in 1829. Bolling Hall further survives as one of the few remaining

' colonial plantation houses of the upper James region; one that retains
much of its original fabric, as well as its unspoiled rural setting.
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U.5.G.3. 74" quadrangle (scale:1:2400(
Goochland, Va. 1943

BOLLING HALL

latitude longitude
NW37041 36" 77058113
NE37941 36" : 77956132
SE37°939',8" 77°56'32"
SW37939'48" 77°58143"
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